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1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1 , 2, 5-8,14 and 22, drawn to a micro-shape transcription method, 
classified in class 264, subclass 322. 

II. Claims 10, 1 1 and 23-29, drawn to an optical component manufacturing 
method, classified in class 264, subclass 1 .24. 

Ill- Claims 9 and 19-21. drawn to a micro-shape transcription apparatus, 

classified in class 425, subclass 384. 
IV. Claims 30 and 31 , drawn to a method to control operating parameters of a 

micro-shape transcription press, classified in class 264, subclass 40.6. 
The inventions are distinct, each from the other because: 
Inventions I and III are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as 
claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case the process as claimed can be practiced by another apparatus 
such as one without the instant vacuum chuck for fixing the base material-ie, the base 
material can simply be placed on one of the molds. 

Inventions l/ll and ll/lll are considered to be separate or distinct in that the micro- 
shape transcription method and apparatus of Groups I and III has utility in forming other 
than optical products and hence can be used in methods other than set forth in Group II. 
le, the micro-shape transcription can be used to make roughened surfaces on plastic 
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parts which are subsequently bonded together, the roughened surface facilitating the 
bonding. 

Inventions l/IV, ll/IV and lll/IV are considered to be separate or distinct in that the 
method of Groups I and III and the apparatus of Group II can be practiced or utilized 
without the control scheme set forth in Group IV claims-ie. the method and apparatus 
of Groups l-lll can be practiced without necessarily employing the study set forth in 
Group IV claims. Indeed, the method and apparatus of Groups l-lll can be practiced by 
determining mold pressing and separation temperatures based on the base material's 
softening temperature. 

Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized divergent subject 
matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

2. The outstanding rejection and applicant's comments directed thereto have 
been noted. However, in view of the amendment, a restriction requirement has been 
made and further discussion of the art rejection will be held in abeyance pending an 
election. 

3. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mathieu D. Vargot whose telephone number is 571 272- 
1211. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri from 9 to 6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Colaianni, can be reached on 571 272-1 196. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

M-^^T* .0 onn Mathieu D. Vargot 

November 12. 2004 Primary Examiner 

Art Unit 1732 



